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Fundamental Action and Research Foundation

Vision to Development and Human Rights

Jana-Prayas

ABOUT FARF—A SMALL INITIATIVE

Fundamental Action and Research Foundation (FARF) is Bangalore
based non-profit organization working in the field of a Rural develop-
ment, Agriculture and related research areas. So far, FARF's primarily
focused is on a rural development and Agriculture.

To help in rural development and agriculture, we are working towards
transparency in Government schemes, agriculture transformation etc.

As part of its rural development program, FARF initiated a voter aware-

ness campaign in rural places by providing facts regarding provisions

and budget allocation of various government areas so that poor people INSIDE THIS ISSUE

can vote diligently and demand for their rights in upcoming Gram Pan-

chayat Election 2015. Our Journey So Far ......... 2
Meet Our People.............. 2

Also in Agriculture, FARF is working towards providing end to end so- HEAdlines oo ?

lutions (from field to market) to farmers. Our goal is to revive the cur- Do Youknow/Facts ...... ?

rent agriculture sector in the southern and northern states of India so VRS ITIDIEL ceceozazcczonoonoes: :

that farming may benefit from latest technologies, research & develop- FARF—In Pictures ........... 4

ment. FARF vision is to transform Agriculture sector into a profitable Forthcoming Events ........ 5

area and give empowerment to farmers. FARF Message................. 5
ContactUS ........coeeeeenennnn 6

We also have started taking rural and agriculture related problems by

phone, post or email and working to provide their solution. If time per-

mits, we request you to watch ~6 minutes video (draft version) on agri- SPECIAL POINTS OF

culture problems and FARF’s involvement uploaded on FARF website INTEREST

www.farf.in* e Successful Stories......... 6

(*Video is also available on YouTube—Search for Rural Development

and Agriculture Transformation—FARF)




OUR JOURNEY SO FAR

= FARF successfully conducted voter awareness campaign in Bhadohi
District by using banner/poster to provide details of various govern-
ment schemes (March-2015).

= FARF successfully organized one village level rural development
workshop in Bhadohi District, Uttar Pradesh (March-2015).

= FARF filed multiple RTIs (~10) related to rural development, central
government schemes and Agriculture information.

= FARF participated in the 11th Annual National Conference on Elec-
toral and Political Reforms organized on the 21st and 22nd of March
in Kolkata.

= FARF started communication on Social Networking / public network
like Facebook & YouTube.

Do You Know / Facts:

The farm sector grew by 4.1 percent during the 11th Five-Year Plan peri-
od (2007-2008 to 2011-12). But for last three years, it has been crawling
between 1-2 percent.

MEET OUR PEOPLE

Anand Pandey (Founder)

Anand has more than 12 years Industry experience. He did Master in Statistics from Univ. of !
Allahabad and two years M Phil. Course work IGIDR Mumbai Involved in Comorate Social |
Responsibility (CSR) activities from more than 7 years.

Rajesh Gowda (Co-Founder)
Rajesh has been actively involved and donating in vanous societal benefit programs from more than

14 years. Some of initiative areas are Scholarship Support. Shelters for Poor, Cancertreatment etc.

&

Dr Badri Narayanan (Honorable Member) - Research »

Research Economist, Center for Global Trade Analysis, Purdue University, USA

Padmanabha Kelchar (Advisory Member) — Natural Farming : 5,5

Matural Farming Expert. 13 Years experence in Natural Farming 'a‘ y

Mr. Prashant Mishra (Advisory Member) - Senior Legal Expert

Professional Lawyer — Practicing in Allahabad High Court in Civil \Revenue and Criminal side,
handling private clients.

—

Vipin Pandey (Associates) — Working in HBTI, Kanpur

Saurabh Pandey (Associates)— Employed at Infosys, Bhubaneshwar

"
Aditi Pandey (Associates) — Studentat NUSRL, Ranchi A
Chandra Prakash Upadhyay (Social Activist) - From Bhadohi, UP .




HEADLINES

= Expenditure of central and state governments that directly impact-
ed socio-economic development was estimated to be Rs 17 lakh
crore in 2013-2014. This implies that an average of Rs 2,656 crore
is incurred as ‘development expenditure' per district.

= GDP growth in 2014-2015 is estimated to be 7.4 percent. For 2015-
2016, the budget states a growth target in the range of 8.0 to 8.5
percent.

= MUDRA Bank: Micro Units Development Refinance Agency
(MUDRA) Bank, created to encourage entrepreneurs to set up mi-
cro units. The Bank will refinance Micro-Finance Institutions
through a Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna. A corpus of Rs. 20,000
crore, and credit guarantee corpus of Rs 3,000 crore for the bank.

= In Union Budget 2015-16, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojna
will cover accidental death risk of Rs 2 Lakh for a premium of just
Rs 12 per year.

= FM has cut the central budget support to agriculture by 14.3 per-
cent in 2015-16 over the 2014-15 revised estimates. Even from the
Budget estimate level, the fund allocation this year is down by 10.4
percent, from Rs. 31,322 crore in 2014-15 to Rs. 28,050 crore in
2015-16.

= A major portion of the agriculture ministry’s annual allocation is
spent on its flagship Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna. But this time,
the allocation for RKVY has been slashed by almost half to Rs 4,500
crore as against the 2014-15 revised estimate (RE) of Rs 8,444
crore.

= The National Food Security Mission, another major programme to
boost the production of pulses, oilseeds, wheat and rice has been
cut by Rs 530 crore in 2015-16 as against the revised estimate of Rs
630 crore in 2014-15.

TESTIMONIALS

= “Congratulations on new FARF venture. Only when young people . 1 i
take serious interest in bringing social and political awareness to v/ by
the village citizens of our country, there is greater hope that India a,"“-'/ ol il"jlf-‘ f.' f i
will move towards becoming a Thought Leader for the world. Keep e
up your good work.”
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- Dr. Shankara Prasad (E-governance Evangelist -Founder at Sam iy g
poorna Swaraj Foundation, IIT Kanpur Alumni) ;. g

= “Well done sir !l It's things like this that make a real difference.
(On Voter Awareness Campaign in March 2015)

- Dr. Vinod Mishra (Senior Lecturer, Economics at Monash Uni
versity , Australia)




FARF—IN PICTURES

Workshop on Rural Development—Image 1

Workshop on Rural Development—Image 2
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Voter Awareness Campaign—Image 4
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FARF Co-founder Rajesh Gowda is rewarded for his
social work by Minister D V Sadananda Gowda
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 7 ACTIVITIES

= Voter Awareness Campaign in Chigamagulur, Karnataka before upcoming Gram
Panchayat Election

= Training / Video on Natural Farming
= Scholarship (or Financial help) to poor meritorious Students
= Agriculture Research

= Public Interest Litigation (PIL) on Rural Development (Social-audit)

Do You Know / Facts:

In current fiscal year, Rs 1,500 crore has been set apart for ‘Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Gramin Kaushal Yojana' scheme, which will enhance the em-
ployability of rural youth.

FARF MESSAGE
Dear All,

Most of us in FARF are professionals/students who are contributing their valuable time & efforts towards
rural development and agriculture transformation. Considering limitations on resources, finance etc, we are
progressing very gradually but we are consistent and untired in our journey and achieving our goals.

So far in our journey, we have received tremendous support from all section of the society. We hope to get
your continuous moral support and best wishes. It really encourages us when we hear kind words for our
work as we are not here for any business but for small changes.

If you want to be involved directly or indirectly for the socio-economic development in your state/district/
village, feel free to contact us. You may contribute through time/suggestion/financial support. We are in pro-
cess but still have not been certified as 80-G. Hence, we are sorry that you may not get tax-exemption till the
time we are 80-G certified.

If interested for financial support, the account payee cheque or demand draft can be made in favour
of FUNDAMENTAL ACTION & RESEARCH FOUNDATION, payable at Bangalore.

Account Details for online/account transfer:

Payee Name Fundamental Action & Research Foundation
Account No. 050701601000365
Bank Corporation Bank, Arakere Gate, Bangalore - 560076
IFSC Code CORPO000507



SUCCESS STORIES

Success Sotryl: (real pic)
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= FARF has few success stories from Northern part of India (District: Bhadohi (Sant
Ravidas Nagar), State: Uttar Pradesh)

= Success Story#1: In Bhadohi district, main Road from Suriawan block to Bhadohi
was in pathetic condition from more than 10 years. When FARF came to know about
this, FARF filed RTI in Aug-2014 to know the actual status and budget for that Road.
PWD Lucknow department of Uttar Pradesh Government asked Bhadohi PWD de-
partment reply to the RTIl. Though FARF did not get any reply from Bhadohi's PWD
but the good news is that work of the road started in full swing and as per the cur-
rent news that work is under progress and major portion of the road is well con-
structed and completed already.

= Success Story#2: After FARF voter awareness Campaign in Bhadohi District
about Government Schemes/Yojnas, FARF received one request from one remote
village (village—Samrhi Bhatani, Block—Aurai, District—Bhadohi) by one local
resident (name—Atul Rai). His request was to provide expenses through MNREGA
schemes as he claimed that no significant work done had been in his village. FARF
provided MNREGA details and asked him to take it forward to his village.

ABOUT FARF: CONTACT US:

PARF reglsation In Karnaaia in 2014 Corresponding Address: Flat No. C103, Adarsh Rhythm,
Panduranga Nagar, Off Bannerghatta Road, Bangalore—560076
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HeadOffice: FARF, #62, Doresanipalya, Bilekahalli, B.G. Road,
Bangalore - 560076

Email Id: anand@farf.in / rajeshg@farf.in
o Phone: 0 70806 77929
Landline: 080 - 4208 7629

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/820017394754810/

Or Search by ‘Fundamental Action and Research Foundation’



